APPRENTICESHIPS AND

TRAINING

TAFE PROFILES:

Interested in what is going on in plumbing training? Over
the next few issues we will be profiling training around
the State. Southern Sydney Institute (SSI) proudly boasts
two major centres of learning plumbing trades.

Firstly, Gymea campus of Sutherland College, which is
one of the leaders in plumbing training for individuals
and for industry, has programs that covers a huge
spectrum of topics — proving once again that plumbing
is about so much more than drains and cisterns!

One example is the exciting new Height Safety Training
short-course — developed at Gymea campus — has been
delivered to individual plumbers, as well as to groups as
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diverse as Sutherland and Kiama Councils and Sydney
University. The need for this training was identified in the
new OH&S list of requirements for management.
Designed in conjunction with manufacturing and industry,
the course caters for roofers and anyone else who finds
themselves on a roof as part of their profession — be it
roof tilers, gutter cleaners, air conditioning or solar panel
fitters, painters, or even possum catchers!

The plumbing section was involved in metal roofing
industry training for the Olympics. They have refresher
or skills-update courses available.

A recent partnership with CSIRO and the college for
the Studor Group has developed a state-of-
the-art air admittance system for multiple
fixture branch connections — with the test
rig now part of the Gymea’s training‘
facilities. Previously, when global plumbing
technology leaders Studor needed to test its
state-of-the-art admittance system for
multiple fixture branch connections, the
products had to be shipped to Scotland, at

considerable expense.

But since the success of a recent project
conducted in partnership with the CSIRO
and Gymea Campus, Studor now has a local
testing facility. Studor approached Gymea to
discuss the feasibility of the project, and was
impressed with the facilities on offer. In less
than three weeks, project coordinator Rod
Brunt managed to design and build the
testing rig to their specifications. Help was
enlisted from the college’s carpentry section,
and hydraulics experts, engineering company
Leddingham & Hensby, provided the initial
sketches. After the designs were modified
national

and submitted for plumbing

approval, the project was given the nod.







